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Georgia athletics reported a surplus
approaching $21 million for the fiscal
year that ended last June in the first
full academic year impacted by the
pandemic and limited attendance.

The Georgia Athletic Association
reported total revenues of $153,177,131
and total expenses of $132,555,972 for
a difference of $20,621,159, according
to a draft IRS Form 990 that was ac-
cepted by the athletic board’s finance
committee on behalf of the full board
in a meeting on Tuesday.

Portions of that IRS form were
shared during the meeting held via
Zoom. It will be filed with the IRS in the
coming months.

All 14 SEC schools received a $23
million supplemental revenue distri-
bution by the conference last May to

help cushion the financial effects of CO-
VID-19. 

That means that Georgia would have
been in the red without that one-time
SEC supplement.

Georgia limited attendance at its ath-
letic venues during the 2020-2021 sea-
sons including at football’s Sanford Sta-
dium where attendance was under
21,000.

Georgia’s revenues dropped
$25,984,126 and its expenses decreased
$16,122,759 from fiscal year 2020 to fis-
cal year 2021.

It listed its total assets at the end of
the last fiscal year of $493,615,879 and
total liabilities of $136,450,288.

The form includes total compensa-
tion for the highest earners in athletics
from the 2020 calendar year including
bonuses paid and the value of perks and
benefits led by football coach Kirby
Smart at $7,078,741 and men’s basket-
ball coach Tom Crean at $3,348,415.

UGA produces surplus after
SEC revenue supplement
Marc Weiszer
Athens Banner Herald

USA TODAY NETWORK

Well, after arguing, screaming and
publicly shaming one another these
past 10 years on baseball’s great debate
whether Barry Bonds and Roger Clem-
ens deserve to be elected into the Hall
of Fame, leave it to David Ortiz to mud-
dle the argument.

Ortiz became the first baseball play-
er in history to test positive for perfor-
mance-enhancing drugs in his career
and be elected into the Hall of Fame, re-
ceiving 77.9% of the vote in his first year
on the ballot Tuesday.

Sure, Ortiz’s drug test was supposed
to remain anonymous in 2003, just like
the 103 other positive tests.

Maybe it was a false positive.
Maybe it was something he really

took over a GNC counter instead of an
actual steroid.

Whatever it was, the Baseball Writ-
ers’ Association of America chose to ig-
nore it.

So, Ortiz is a first-ballot Hall of Fam-
er and will join baseball’s all-time
greats for induction on July 25 in Coo-
perstown, New York.

Bonds, Clemens and Sammy Sosa,
all linked to performance-enhancing
drugs, are now left off the BBWAA bal-
lot forever with their 10-year eligibility
expiring.

Aw, nothing like the latest chapter of
hypocrisy in baseball.

Ortiz never had to testify in federal
court like Bonds, Clemens and Sosa. He
wasn’t accused of steroid use by his
trainer. His name never appeared in
any drug laboratory paperwork.

It was just an anonymous drug test,
reported by The New York Times, with
Commissioner Rob Manfred going out
of his way before Ortiz’s retirement 

Bob Nightengale
Columnist

USA TODAY

Former Red Sox designated hitter
David Ortiz looks on before batting
against the Tampa Bay Rays during a
2016 game.
KIM KLEMENT/USA TODAY SPORTS 

Hall steroid
debate
mercifully
over

See NIGHTENGALE, Page 5B

The high school baseball season is
right around the corner, and there are
several teams in the Coastal Empire ca-
pable of making deep playoff runs.

Benedictine is coming off a state run-
ner-up finish last season as the Cadets
lost to Marist in the GHSA Class 4A fi-
nals. The Cadets should be strong once
again behind a lineup anchored by sen-
ior stars Justin Thomas and Kam Edge.
Thomas is a center fielder committed to
play baseball at the University of Geor-
gia, while shortstop Edge has commit-
ted to play football at Army.

Savannah Christian is looking to
build on an excellent campaign last year
when the Raiders won the Region 3-A
Private title and advanced to the state
quarterfinals. The Raiders have a strong
squad coming back led by junior Ely
Brown (committed to Mercer) and ju-
nior standout Josh Gates.

South Effingham also had an out-
standing season last year as the Mus-
tangs won the Region 2-6A crown, ad-
vancing to the Class 6A state quarterfi-
nals. Region 2-6A Pitcher of the Year
Nick Milbrandt is back leading a talent-

ed squad looking for another strong per-
formance.

Richmond Hill is back with senior
pitcher/shortstop Leighton Finley look-
ing to close out his prep career in style
before he starts college ball at UGA next
year.

Islands is looking to make a playoff
run in Class 4A, but it looks like the
Sharks will have to do it without star
senior center fielder Langston Lewis,
who recently underwent surgery on his
right thumb after football season ended.
Lewis has signed to play football at Cen-
tral Michigan.

The Sharks still have a talented line-
up featuring catcher Mitchell Singletary
and outfielder Charlie Sindahl.

Here’s a look at 20 of the top players
to watch in the Greater Savannah area
as the baseball season is set to start in
mid-February.

Justin Thomas, 
Benedictine, CF/P, Sr.

Thomas has signed to play at Georgia
and is coming off another spectacular
football season, helping lead BC to a
state championship. He was an All-
Greater Savannah first-team selection
in baseball last season after hitting .455

with a .547 OBP and an
OPS of 1.336. He had
seven doubles, five tri-
ples, eight homers, 45
RBI and 45 runs scored
with 16 stolen bases in 16
attempts. 

He is expected to see
more time on the mound this season
after going 3-1 with a 1.42 ERA last sea-
son. He was an all-state first-team pick
by the George Dugout Preview.

Kam Edge, Benedictine, SS, Sr.

Edge was also a pivotal player in the
Cadets’ run to the foot-
ball state crown, and
the receiver/running
back has committed to
play football at Army.

He was an All-Great-
er Savannah first-team
pick in baseball last
year after hitting .366

with a .523 on-base percentage. He
had 23 RBI, 50 runs and 22 stolen bas-
es in 24 attempts.

He was a second-team all-state se-
lection by the Georgia Dugout Preview.

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

Benedictine’s Justin Thomas connects for a grand slam during a home game last season against Camden County.
RICHARD BURKHART/SAVANNAH MORNING NEWS 

Top players to watch
as season opens

Dennis Knight
Savannah Morning News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See BASEBALL, Page 3B

Thomas 

Edge 

The Savannah Challenger profes-
sional tennis tournament will be return-
ing for its 12th year from April 25 to May 1
after a two-year break due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

The event is presented by St. Jo-
seph’s/Candler and hosted by The
Landings Club at the Franklin Creek
Tennis Center on Skidaway Island. The
United States Tennis Association ATP
tournament is part of the worldwide
Challenger series, a pro circuit event
which will bring some of the world’s fin-
est tennis players to Savannah.

The week-long tournament will host
a full field of professional singles and
doubles that are recognized globally
with rankings ranging from 100-300.
The Challenger series is a worldwide 

Savannah Challenger returns
to The Landings Club

Hugo Dellien, the winner of the 2018
Savannah Challenger, at the Franklin
Creek Tennis Center at The Landings
Club. JACOB STUCKEY/PROVIDED 

From Staff Reports
Savannah Morning News

USA TODAY NETWORK

See SPORTS, Page 5B
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OUR COMMITMENTS

PEOPLE:We support a diverse,
inclusive, and equitable culture by
offering opportunity for growth.
We invest in our employees by
providing resources and programs
to empower personal and
professional advancement.

COMMUNITIES:We are your
neighbors! We build community
through storytelling and events
that connect readers and
communities to empower action
that enhances the neighborhoods
we share.

PLANET:We strive to minimize
the environmental impact through
responsible and sustainable
business practices for sourcing,
consumption,
and waste.

SCAN TO VIEW
OPPORTUNITIES

We look forward
to getting to
know you!

For the full list of career opportunities, visit
usatodaynetworkcareers.com

COME JOIN OUR AMAZING TEAM!

COME J

What fits
you best?

• Sales
• Marketing
& Design
• IT & Analytics

• Accounting
& Finance
• Operations
& Production

• Editorial -
National,
Local, Sports
& more

ceremony in 2016 to declare there
might have been 10 false positive tests,
including possibly Ortiz’s.

Maybe if Bonds didn’t break Hank
Aaron’s home run record he would have
been elected into Cooperstown. Maybe
if Clemens wasn’t winning Cy Young
awards in his 40s he’d be in too. Maybe
if Sosa started hitting home runs earlier
in his career he would have had a shot.

Instead, Ortiz is the writers’ lone se-
lection, and even he felt that Bonds,
along with Clemens, were unfairly
snubbed.

Ortiz idolized Bonds going back to
the mid-1990s when he was playing in
the minor leagues while with the Mari-
ners franchise and his name was David
Arias, and his admiration only blos-
somed over the years.

“Barry Bonds, I don’t think there’s
ever going to be a human being capable
of doing what he did when he played,”
Ortiz said. “He’s special. Sometimes,
it’s going to be hard for people not in
this game to understand that. Barry
Bonds, to me, separated himself from
the game at the highest level.

“I know there’s a lot of things going
on, but to me, he was a Hall of Famer
way before all of the talk and all of those
things. This is a guy who played the
game at a whole different level. Same
with Roger, the Rocket. When I see
these guys, I don’t even compare my-
self to them. I saw those guys so many
times performing, and they were very
special.”

But unless they’re one day elected
by the Today’s Game Committee,
which meets in December and twice
every five years, they’ll never enjoy the
celebration and glory that will be feted
upon Big Papi.

“Not having them join me at this
time is something that’s hard to be-
lieve, to be honest with you,” Ortiz said.
“Those guys did it all. It is what it is.
There’s nothing I personally can do
about it.”

Ortiz’s career, unlike that of Bonds
and Clemens, didn’t take off until later.
He hit 58 homers in six years with the
Twins when he was non-tendered. He
hit 31 homers with 101 RBI his first year
with the Red Sox in 2003, the same year
as the anonymous positive test.

He emerged into one of the greatest
designated hitters in history, hitting

.286 with 541 homers, 1,768 RBI, .931 OPS.
He led the Red Sox to three World Series
championships, hitting .455 in 14 World
Series games, with nine extra-base hits
and 14 RBI. 

He joined Babe Ruth, Mickey Mantle
and Reggie Jackson as the only players in
history with at least 500 homers and
three rings.

His heroics put him in the Mount
Rushmore of New England sports icons
with Bill Russell, Bobby Orr, Ted Wil-
liams and Tom Brady.

“David Ortiz is the most important
player to ever wear a Red Sox uniform,”
team President Sam Kennedy said in a
statement. “He came to Boston in rela-
tive anonymity, and with his captivating
personality and his formidable bat, he
shattered expectations and paved the
franchise’s future in championships and
Duck Boat parades.”

Ortiz also never again tested positive
for PED use, or was disciplined by MLB,
you know, like Bonds and Clemens.

“What does that tell you?” Ortiz said.
Well, it tells you that it pays to have

the commissioner lobbying on your be-
half, as well as being one of the most af-
fable and congenial players in all of base-
ball.

The man was beloved not only
throughout New England, but across
America. Well, except maybe in New
York City and Detroit where he broke the
hearts of Yankees and Tigers fans.

While Ortiz can now be forever cele-
brated, and Bonds and Clemens forever
punished, maybe now the debate will
end on whether those linked to steroid
use belong in the Hall of Fame.

The voters have spoken.
There’s no need to even discuss Alex

Rodriguez, Manny Ramirez, Robinson
Cano, Nelson Cruz or anyone else sus-
pended for performance-enhancing
drug use whether they belong in Cooper-
stown.

If Bonds and Clemens, two of the
greatest players in the history of the
game are out, topping out at 66% and
65.2%, respectively, so are those who
ever violated MLB’s drug testing policy.

The only controversy we’ll have next
year is the candidacy of Carlos Beltran,
whose career will be tainted over his role
in the 2017 Astros’ cheating scandal. He’s
the only newcomer on next year’s ballot
who will receive serious consideration,
likely opening the door for the likes of
Scott Rolen (63.2%), Todd Helton (52%)
and Billy Wagner (51%).

The Hall of Fame steroid debate is
mercifully over.

Nightengale
Continued from Page 1B

circuit of approximately 150 tourna-
ments located in more than 40 coun-
tries. Up-and-coming players gain valu-
able experience while competing for
prize money and world ranking.

“The Landings Club is overjoyed to be
hosting this pro circuit event again, and
we couldn’t be more excited to witness
the most talented tennis players com-
pete for the Savannah Challenger title,”
Chris Kader, the Savannah Challenger
tournament director, said in a press re-
lease. “It is an honor to host such a high-
level event at The Landings Club.”

Past competitors include Daniel
Medvedev, Denis Shapavolov, Nick Kyr-
gios, Kei Nishikori, Jack Sock and Ryan
Harrison. The Savannah Challenger
player roster for the 12th season will be
published the first week of April 2022.

All Challenger matches will be live
streamed via the ATP Challenger web-
site, www.atptour.com. The livestream
coverage of all matches also can be
viewed on the Savannah Challenger
website: www.savannahchallenger-
.com.

“We are delighted for the return of the
Savannah Challenger and look forward
to welcoming a lineup of stellar players
back to the Hostess City,” Savannah
Challenger tournament chair Rhegan
White-Clemm said in the press release.
“This tournament would not be possible
without community support. We are so
grateful to our sponsors and volun-
teers.”

For the first time, the Savannah Chal-
lenger has partnered with the nonprofit
organization, Savannah Area Tennis
Association, to give back to local, under-
served children who play tennis in Chat-
ham County. Proceeds from the inaugu-
ral 2022 Challenger silent auction will
benefit SATA’s educational programs.

Tickets will be available for purchase
on the Savannah Challenger website
and through Eventbrite starting on Feb.
25. For tickets or more information
about the Savannah Challenger Tourna-
ment, including schedule details, spon-
sorship prospects and volunteer oppor-
tunities, go to www.savannahchalleng-
er.com or call 912-598-3501.

To learn more about SATA, go to
www.savannahtennis.com.

Academic honors for SCAD men’s
and women’s swim teams

The Savannah College of Art and De-
sign men’s and women’s swimming
teams have been selected by the College
Swimming and Diving Coaches Associ-
ation of America as Scholar All-America
teams. 

The men and women posted grade-
point averages of 3.45 and 3.72, respec-
tively, to earn the honors. In total, 728
teams from 450 colleges and universi-
ties were selected Scholar All-America
teams. Those with a GPA of 3.3 or higher
will be eligible for the Intercollegiate
Coach Association Coalition All-Sport
Academic standings. 

CSCAA Executive Director Greg Ear-
hart highlighted the Bees’ achieve-
ments, noting, “Coach (Bill) Pilczuk
continues to build a team the university
can be proud of. These 31 men and wom-
en are some of the best ambassadors
that SCAD and the Bluegrass Mountain
Conference could ask for.” 

SCAD’s women (3.72 GPA) and Keis-
er’s men (3.53) were tops among NAIA
schools. 

SSU women’s basketball team
ranked No. 24 in DII

The Savannah State women’s bas-

ketball team fell from No. 22 to No. 24
in the Women’s Basketball Coaches
Association NCAA Division II poll re-
leased Tuesday.

The SSU women had lost at Bene-
dict College 71-65 on Saturday in Co-
lumbia, S.C., ending the Tigers’ 14-0
win streak for the best start to a season
in the program’s history. After voting
in the poll closed, SSU followed with a
92-81 victory at Allen in Columbia to
improve to 15-1. 

The SSU women (8-1 SIAC) return to
Tiger Arena at 1 p.m. Saturday to play
Albany State, followed by the men’s
teams at 3 p.m.

The SSU men were 6-8, 4-4 in the
SIAC going into Wednesday night’s
home game against Clark Atlanta. The
SSU men won at Allen 78-66 on Mon-
day.

Pooler Lions Club golf
tournament on May 7

The Pooler Lions Club’s seventh an-
nual Chipping for Charity Golf Tourna-
ment is May 7 at Crosswinds Golf Club.

The sign-in is 8 a.m., followed by a
shotgun start at 9 a.m. Registration is
$100 per golfer, $400 per foursome,
and includes range balls, golf cart,
goody bag and buffet lunch. RSVP by
April 8.

Sponsors are welcome. Awards giv-
en for the top three teams as well as
winners of longest drive and closest to
the pin. There is a possibility to win a
$1,000 hole-in-one prize as well as ice
cream for a year with a hole-in-one.

All proceeds benefit community
outreach initiatives of the Pooler Lions
Club, whose main service is to the
blind and visually impaired. Other
core service areas include hunger,
childhood cancer, diabetes and envi-
ronmental projects.

To register, go to www.poolerlion-
sclub.org/golftournament. For infor-
mation, email lionsclub2@gmail.com

Tormenta FC 2 soccer team signs
goalie Eric Cotton

South Georgia Tormenta FC 2 has
added goalkeeper Eric Cotton to its
2022 USL League Two roster, pending
league and federation approval.

Cotton comes to the Statesboro-
based club after an impressive season
starting in net for the University of the
Pacific.

Cotton has cemented himself as the
starting goalkeeper for two seasons
and is looking for an NCAA tourna-
ment run with the Pacific Tigers in
2022. Prior to Pacific, Cotton spent
2018-19 with Western Michigan Uni-
versity, where his team battled in
back-to-back Mid-American Confer-
ence Championship finals.

In 2021, the goalkeeper appeared in
all games for the Pacific Tigers and
helped the team achieve a 9-5-2 record
while earning a WCC Defensive Player
of the Week title.

Cotton brings USL League Two ex-
perience in 2021 at Oakland County
FC, where he played in seven games
and registered 20 saves in 450 min-
utes. Starting in 2015, the keeper also
competed in three seasons for the
Portland Timbers’ U.S. Soccer Devel-
opment Academy team.

Cotton joins French forward Alexis
Ledoux and midfielder Jalen James on
the team’s 2022 roster. 

Tormenta FC 2 is the pre-profes-
sional soccer team of South Georgia
Tormenta FC, a club based in States-
boro and founded in 2015. The team
has established itself as one of the pre-
mier League Two clubs across the
country and has helped nearly 50 play-
ers achieve their professional dreams.

Sports
Continued from Page 1B

Mensah, who are both Black, filling va-
cancies this cycle there are now seven
minority general managers in the NFL.

Chicago Bears hire Ryan Poles 
as general manager

CHICAGO – Ryan Poles made the
Chicago Bears this time.

Poles was hired as Chicago’s general
manager on Tuesday, almost 15 years
after he signed with the team as an un-
drafted free agent and then failed to
make the final roster.

Poles spent the previous 13 seasons
in the Chiefs’ front office, the past year
as executive director of player person-
nel under general manager Brett Veach.
He was the team’s director of college
scouting in 2017 when Kansas City
drafted Patrick Mahomes with the No.
10 overall pick – after Chicago took
Mitchell Trubisky at No. 2.

“The Chicago Bears are one of the
flagship franchises in the National
Football League and are recognized as
one of the most prestigious clubs in all
of sports,” Poles said in a release.

AP source: Vikings hire 
Kwesi Adofo-Mensah as GM

MINNEAPOLIS – The Minnesota
Vikings have hired Kwesi Adofo-Men-
sah as their general manager, according
to a person with knowledge of the proc-
ess, taking an innovative turn by bring-
ing in an analytics expert from Cleve-
land’s front office who once worked on
Wall Street.

The person spoke to The Associated
Press on condition of anonymity on
Wednesday because the Vikings had
not yet announced the decision.

Adofo-Mensah, the vice president of
football operations for the Browns for
the last two years, was one of two final-
ists the Vikings identified from an initial
pool of eight candidates. 

The other was Kansas City executive
director of player personnel Ryan Poles,
who was hired as general manager of
the Chicago Bears on Tuesday before he
made it to Minnesota for his scheduled
visit. Adofo-Mensah was at Vikings
headquarters on Tuesday for his second
formal interview. With Poles and Adofo-
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